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A PEDOBAPTIST CHURCH 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Should a reader of the Bible, unskilled in 
tte controversies of the age, go forth on the 
Sabbath by the river side, and see a minister, 
after leading the solemn devotions of a large 
assemblage, go down into the water, and, in the 
hallowed name of the Trinity, bury a fellow- 
being in baptism, his heart would be naturally 
touched with the solemn beauty of the scene. 
But he would certainly receive a very unplea- 
sant impression by learning, afterwards, that the 
act in which the administrator had engaged, 
was performed by him, not from a belief of its 
having any peculiar acceptability with God, 
but in order to satisfy the erring conscience of 
man. He would be still more surprised if in- 
formed that the candidate, who believed obe- 
dience to Christ rendered this observance iinpe- 
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ratiyo, had needlessly sought the services of an 
administrator who, so far from personally view* 
ing it with favor, regarded it as originating 
in ignorance or weakn^s^, if not in formality 
and bigotry, and himself neither had submitted, 
nor would submit to thcordinance. 

The plea for this inconsistent course, by both 
parties, is charity. Christian lien are often 
willing to incur odium pn any account more 
readily than by a charge of uncharitableness to 
the opinions of others^. It should, therefore, 
occasion no surprise that in the excess, of unrcr 
gulated Christian zeal, some, who are Baptists 
by conviction, are willing to throw the mantle 
of charity over their unba^ti^d brethren; and 
thus, while hiding the supposed nakedness of 
their faith, not only flatter themselves in thfsir 
own eyes, but obtain .great estimation with 
others of simil9>r opinions. . 

On the same plea of charity to a "weak bro- 
ther," many unimmersed Pedobaptist ministers 
consider themselves justified in administering 
baptiam contrary to their own views of proprie- 
ty. Paul never attained to such a charity as 
this course of procedure indicates. He taught 
those among whom he had labored, to abstain 
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from a course by which a brother ^^ stumbleth, 
or is offended, or is made weak;" and with re- 
gard to the obseryance or non-observance of 
obtain days, he says, " Let every man be fully 
persuaded in his own mind.'' He, however, 
knew nothing of that fallacious charity, which 
would foster a brother's delusion, or become a 
partaker of it. '- Abatinencej from respect to a 
brother's conscience, is a very different thing 
from action. When we go beyond the bounds 
which the inspired Apostle prescribes, so far 
from exhibiting true Christian charity, we be- 
tray a laxness of principle which must be high- 
ly offensive to the Head of the Church. 

All Christians ought to obey the Apostolic 
exhortation, ^' Let every one of us please his 
neighbor for his good, unto edification." This^ 
however, cannot be quoted in defence of an ir- 
regular administration of immersion; for few 
ministers who reject Baptist sentiments think 
there is anything "good," or tending to "edi- 
fication," in the act of a believer's being "bu- 
ried with Christ in baptisiA." 

If the writings of Fedobaptists are to be re- 
garded as an exponent of their principles, many 

of them believe " Sprinkling the only mode of 

1* 
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3i^tbm." The fiey« Br. Peters has lately » 
sued a work with this yer j title. Another, wi A 
extraordinary biblical perceptions, has disco*- 
▼ered that ^^ Baptists can prodnce neither eit> 
press command, nor an undeniable example of 
baptism by immersion in the Bible/' Not a 
few, it is to be presumed, agree with the Bet. 
Pr. Murray, in Ms opinion of immersion: ^^To 
insist on it, is like Popery in this respe<it-«^ 
it teaches for doctrines the commandments of 
men/' 

Such writers, no donbt, belieTe immersion a 
aervioe which Gk>d has not required at theit 
hands, and would refuse to administer the 0Y»^ 
finance. Others, however, professing precise- 
ly the same opinion, engage in the service ; al^ 
thotiigh, according to their own consciences^ 
they are acting in a similar way to those who 
were guilty of offering ^^ strange fire" before the 
Lord. 

One writer, whom we have quoted, has re> 
corded his opinion of immersion, that ''with too 
many it is the one thing needful." Another 
writes, ^'the native tendency of the doctrine is 
to superstition and abuse." The countenance 
^d high honors which have been awarded thesn 
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%j theur hnibteny ftnd that poirdon of the rel»- 
gioua press under Pedobaptist influence, affords 
reason for the belief, however unwelcome to 
Baptists, that these sentiments are entertained 
by the majority of Pedobaptists. To adminiik 
ter immersion with such views, so far from be* 
ing in accordance with Christian liberality^ ift 
f^otutire wickedness. As well migl(t a ProteS^ 
tant pastor endeavor to relieve a burdened sou! 
by extreme unction, as by thus conniving at 
immersion, and taking an active part in what 
he holds is not only a ^^ superstition and abuse," 
but one which tends to foster ** arrogance and 
exdusion/' 

If any man is not satisfied that immersion il 
of Irvine authority, he must believe that it is 
an invention of men. In this case there is aw- 
ful sacrilege in administering the or^aficeb 
The use of 'Hhe name of the Father, and of th^ 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost," in an observance 
which it is thought the Sacred Three do not re<> 
gard with complacency, would fill any truly 
Christian mind With horror. ** Whatsoever ft 
l^yt of fliith is sin." 

A sincere Pedobaptist minister in sprinkling 
B child, upholds ui observance in which he has 
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fiuth. Although a Baptist maj consider hiB 
defence of the rite altogether insufficient to jus- 
tify it, he will yet respect him for carrying his 
belief into practice in a prayerful and orderly 
manner. Far different, however, is the effect 
likely to be produced when that minister re- 
nounces what he believes the true or preferable ^ 
mode of baptism, for what he regards as but a 
pernicious form. 

In baptism, a believer presents a penitential, 
grateful, and confiding surrender of himself to 
Jesus Christ. A glaring inconsistency is evi- 
dent when a servant of the Saviour makes him- 
self an instrument in the solemn dedication of 
a soul to his Lord, without any conviction on 
his part of the obligation, propriety, or accept- 
ableness of the service. In the whole transac- 
tion he is an automaton. In pronouncing the 
form employed in baptism he degrades himself 
as a minister of Christ. Instead of appearing 
as the living minister of a living faith, he acts 
in a way which does little to "magnify" his of- 
fice, for he is scarcely more to be accounted of 
in the spiritual house than the Organ in the 
material — ^that of an auxiliary to a worship in 
which no interest is felt. The difference is oer- 
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tainlj in favor of the latter instrutnent The 
vast pipes which are under the direction of man 
will give forth a* harmony.. of sounds which 
causes the breast to heave with emotion, and 
t^owa a suhdwig sp^U over thesoul; while tbe 
performance of hi^A iato whom Grod has breitth* 
ed the. breath of li£^ will, only awakoQ emotii»ns 
of contempt or pity. Far better will the life- 
]^^ Ofg^itLhaarmomzewith its-^ployment, than 
will the Qonl. of titer miaadBter with the office he 

Why- tiim shonkb a Cfari8tts^ believer, who 
jeftirea to ba baptized aft^ the example of hiB 
Xtdi?^ in oidjes ^^to. fiilfil all righteousness/^' 
xm^kje a^Beation tasmch a miniBter fdr immeiv 
^n?. Why thus invito him- to, sin by perform^ 
ing ao act in which he haa no fiuth^ or in which, 
fit be3t, he is a mere< automaton, the passive in- 
strument of another's will, in admimstering the. 
most solemn act of Christian worship under 
Heaven ? 
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CHAPTER I. 

PEDOBAFTIST CHURCH RELATIONSHIP ON THS 
PART OF IMMERSED BELIEVERS, INCOMPATIBLE 
WITH NEW TESTAMENT REQUIREMENTS. 

** Ye are not your own," is one of the first 
truths which a ransomed sinner must recognize 
upon his adoption into the family of God* 
Bought with a price which cannot be computed 
by arithmetical rules, henceforth he is to set 
the Lord always before him, and aU his actions 
must be subservient to the will and glory of 
God. He is not, therefore, at liberty to merge 
himself into a body of Christians on any consi- 
derations which have reference merely to his 
present enjoyment. 

The fact that under the ministry of any de- 
nomination he was first awakened to the truth, 
does not make clear his duty as to the church 
relationship he should form. Gratitude to those 
to whose labors we are indebted, may give a 
bias for church relationship; but the choice 
which is grateful to our own feelings, and seem- 
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inglj proper, must be surrendered when it 
conflicts with the requirements of the Divine 
word. 

Many a Christian has been induced to make 
a sacrifice of his convictions to his pleasure ; 
but he has afterwards learned, by a course of 
painful experience, that happiness cannot be ob- 
tained when it is sought by the sacrifice of duty. 
The fraternal greetings and fellowship of love, 
to which he is introduced, may cause a tempo- 
rary oblivion of the sentiments, in which he dif- 
fers from those with whom he is associated. 
But the period will arrive, when the remem- 
brance that the solemn act of initiation by which 
he entered into fellowship with them, was one 
whose significance they do not perceive, will 
convince him that he is not in his right place. 
Whatever instruction he may derive from the 
pulpit, he will scarcely feel at ease when such 
opinions as we have quoted, of immersion and 
those who practice it, are advanced. He has 
little reason to complain ; for frankness is com- 
mendable in the minister of any denomination ; 
yet this consideration will not afibrd relief to 
his wounded feelings. " How can two walk to- 
gether except they be agreed?*' 
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1. One guiding principle, necessary always 
to be remembered is, that Divine ordinance 
ought to be observed in accordance with Divine 
teaching. Matt, xxviii. 19.; 

In Apostolic times, those "who "gladly re- 
ceived the word, were baptized," tiiiat is to say, 
were regularly immersed, in ordkr to be added 
to the church. Acts ii. 41. Here they were U> 
be taught to "observe all things whatsoever*' 
Ohrist has commanded. But no man is justi- 
fied in uniting with a church in which member- 
ship varies from what it was in the Pentecostid 
4$hurch; nor is he at liberty to place himself in 
cirotanstaxkees in which he cannot as freely Q<r 
ter his sentiments on baptism, as could every 
one who received the ordinance on that memo- 
rable day. 

That society, however, with which a per- 
son irregukriy immersed intends to unite, far 
from requiring his immersion, wotild feel best 
satisfied by its omission. It is not a prerequi- 
site to their fellowship or communion. 

The candidate, immersed by a Pedobapti^t, 
believes immersion the Scriptural law of bap- 
tism, and, it follows, believes that the members 
of the churches planted by the Apostles were 
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immersed. It is evident that he most have the 
most faulty views of the relation of baptism to 
other Christian privileges, to think of joining 
any other. Although baptized to profess his 
allegiance to -Ohrist, the act is not performed 
with a view to union with a church composed 
of those who have submitted to the same divine 
observance, but chiefly of persons who repudi- 
ate it altogether. When he shall come to know 
the will of the Lord more perfectly, he will see 
that whatever superiority he might have in his 
conscientious observance of immersion, his want 
of this knowledge greatly detracted from the 
value of the service. 

2. Another guiding principle for a disciple 
of Christ to observe is, that however important 
his endj he is not at liberty to sanction any sub^ 
version of Gospel ordinances. In other words, 
he is not at liberty to "do evil that good may- 
come." Rom. iii. 8. 

The believer who after immersion unites with 
a Pedobaptist church, may find an opiate for 
his conscience in the thought, that by this union 
he manifests his love for all who love the Sa« 
viour. If, however, he believes the primitive 
Christians were immersed, whence did he ob* 
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Ibadn a cominissioh to' sanction a departnirfi iram 
the original InBtitution?^ Believers liaye na 
authority to annul, or render inq>eratiye a sin^ 
gle article of the constitution of Christ's king* 
dom. &od €owvert8 men to ahej/j not to hgiB* 
late. 

8. No Christian, lioweyer trifling he may 
deem his influence, i» at liberty to favor mech 
mtres iffhieh detract from the 9fpiritual closed 
^'Ohrktianiby* John xviii. '86. 

Pedobaptists pursue a course which tends .to 
obliterate the distinction between the tchurcb 
and the world. An eminent Gongregation- 
alistf has truly observed: ^' From the manner 
in which some hlave spoken and written, one is 
almost tempted to imagine their notbn of a 



* A lamented writer (Robert Hall), who directed 
some of the greatest efforts of his massiye intelleol 
a^inst scriptural terms of communion, was asked for 
a New Testament precedent fomthe course he advo-' 
oated. *' You' should not askfor one, Sir. You should not 
ask for one," was his reply; "they were all Baptists in 
those days. Sir ; but a new cast has arisen now." I( 
howerer, no newruZe^ can be found for the "newcdwes" 
which human misjudgment developes, we must be satis- 
fied ^at it is best to obey the teaching of the New 
jBestament* 
. t ^^ Bev. Dr. Wardlaw, of Glasgow. 
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lisible chttrcli to be, ihat of a body ss iilBsr&BLt 
as it can be rendered from the invi»ble,— ->tbe 
ktter^ of course, meaning those whose hearts, 
which cannot be seen by man, are right in the 
sight of God, Now instead of this^ the ains 
evidently ought to be, to bring the vmbU^ c» 
far as poesMe^ to identUn/ with the invtsibhy — 
that is, to make the yisible a community of 
tiiose only whose rectitude of heart in the sight 
qC God is made aj^rent, or visible to men, is 
their characters ; and where the exeeptum% are 
the result cjf mistake^ not of open-eyed in^ 
tention" 

Now, what tends to efface the distinction be- 
tween the world and the visible church so much 
as Infant Baptism? The pernicious dogma^ 
that ^' the children of professing Christians are 
already in the church," does more than any- 
thing else to hide the spirituality of God's king- 
dom. '^ Infant Baptism defeats the design of 
Christian baptism, and makes the ordinance 
the reverse of what it is intended to be, — ^it bap* 
tizes the world instead of baptizing the church. 
Infant baptism baptizes the worlds but it never 
baptizes a disciple of Christ. Some who are 
baptized in infancy may afterwards be convert* 
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Qd, and become the disciples of Christ ; but thi&r 
is in no way denoted by their baptism in infan- 
cy — ^the unconverted are as much baptized as 
they are. In all countries where infant baptism 
prevails there are more baptized worldly people 
than there are baptized Christiana, The god 
of this world has more baptized subjects than the 
KiBg of Zion."* 

4. No Christian should unite with a church 
where baptism t8, in his own opinion^ degraded 
and subverted. 



* One of the missionaries of the Maryland Unioii 
Association, writes thus of his field of labor in that 
State : ** Upon examination I found there was very lit^ 
tie 'world' left — in other words, the people were nearly 
all members of the church, made so by infant sprinki 
ling. This practice hinders the Gospel; as I have 
found by experience, the idea possessing the minds of 
such people that somdhing has been done for them so 
that they would somehow get to heaven.'^ 

This hindrance to the Gospel has often been seen and 
lamented, by pious Pedobaptists themselves. Many 
testimonies might be cited, but let a single sentence 
from Pascal tell the fearful truth. In speaking of the 
effect of infant baptism in his own Church, that emi- 
nent man observes: " The course which she {the Church) 
has adopted for her children's safety, becomes the almost 
certain occasion of their ruin," — See PascaFs Thoughts, 
Am. Ed. 1829, p. 251. 



J. N. B. 
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In the beginning baptism was a Tolnntary 
tod personal profession of attachment and siir«- 
render to Christ. Of this aspect it is entirely 
deapoiled by infant ba;ptism. If the Tiews of 
those who adhere to this observance prevailed, 
sneh baptisms as are recorded in the New T^s*^ 
tament would be rare indeed. Should a Chris* 
tian of the Apostolic age now return to thd 
earth, and witness the ceremony, which some^ 
times takes place in edifices devoted to the wor- 
ship of God, would he imagine that anything 
so unlike the primitive practice deserves td 
tie called baptism? When immersed belie- 
vers unite with those whose only claim to 
be considered baptized is, that they were 
"sprinkled in infancy," though they may think 
thus ta manifest their love to all the membem 
of the so-called visible church, they, in faot, 
countenance a fearful prostitution of Christian 
baptism. Of its extent they cannot be igno^ 
rant. The abodes of profligacy and intempe- 
rance abound with those who in infancy were 
baptized into the "visible church," who are not 
even visible believers, but visibly those " whose 
end is destruction, . 1 . . and whose glory is in 

their shame." 

2* 
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It may not have been the ^^ open-eyed int^n* 
tion" of those who gave them the rite, but it is 
so frequent a result that they must suffer from 
a fearful obtuseAess who do not perceive the 
impropriety of thus degrading an institution of 
Christ* .. If, as its friends themselves admits 
there is no express authority nor clearly proved 
example of infant baptism in the New Testa* 
laent, are baptized believers justified in joining 
'^hand in hand" with it 7 No Christian ought 
to identify himself with a custom he^is un« 
willing or unable to defend.* 
. 6. In a gospel church, all baptized members^ 
against whom no charge can be iustainedy ought 
to be admitted to the Lord's table* Acts ii. 41^ 
42; IConx. 16, 17* 



* Assertions are far easier than proof. A large and 
expensive volume was lately published, bearing the 
boastful title, '* Infant Baptism a Scriptural Service.'^ 
As far as demonstration is concerned, the title page 
is the vestibule of **airj nothingness;" and after pass- 
ing through more than five hundred pages, the best 
proof affoMed that Infant Baptism is a '* Scriptural ser- 
vice" is the assertion, that those who deny baptism to 
babes "trample upon the strongest pro^o^ui/ie^." Thus 
far, has the '* Professor of Sacred Literature for the Gen- 
eral Assembly Royal College, Belfast," fulfilled his pro- 
mise to tiiose who have purchased his costly volume. 



irO HOME FOB A BAPTIfiT* 19 

Pedobaptists consider sprinkling in infanejt^ 
baptism. On their own grounds, they are ii^ 
consistent. It was not tbe custom of the Apes* 
ties to refuse to commune at the Lord's table 
with any whom they had baptized; but thou- 
sands are called baptized every year now, who 
never will be admitted to this privilege. In- 
stead of being ^^ baptized/ 'and then ^'breaking 
bread," according to the Apostles' doctrine and 
practice, they are not permitted to touch the 
elements. The very lips which pronounce them 
baptized, fence them from the Lord's table, 
without trial or charge. Though said to be " in 
the Church," and never in any way excluded 
from its privileges, they are treated as heathen 

and infidels.''' Most righteously, we admit, are 

■ — ■- 

* An instance, in point, is now before our eyes. In 
4lie "Presbyterian Sabbath School Visitor," Philadel- 
phia, Feb. 1, 1851, the following article appears as the 
first under the editorial head. 

** CHILDREN OP THE CHURCH. 

*Do you belong to the church?' one of the scho!* 
an asked another, on the way home from school last 
Sabbath day. 

'To be sure I do/ was the quick reply, 'and so do 
you.' 

'0 no, I do not,' the other said, 'and I did not 
know that you did.' 

*Ye8, we are both members of the church, having 
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thej preyented from taking in their hands the 
- emblems of the Saviour's passion ; but most un- 

r " ■ .11. , I ..1. 

been bom of parents who are mombers, and havinff 
been baptized in our infancy. But I wish you would 
tear what the teacher has to say^ he is just ahead of 



us/ 

u 



They overtook him, and stated, the case with much 
' freedom and simplicity; He was glad to explain to 
thorn as well as he could^the relation they sustained to 
the church of Christ. 

* The church is made up of those who believe Jn the 
Lord Jesus Christy and their diildren. Your parents 
are believers, and as members of the church you have 
been baptized; but you are not admitted to the commu- 
nion of the Lord's Supper, until you are prepared to 
say that vou love him, and trust in him for the pardon 
of your sins, and the salvation of your souls. The vows 
of i€k)d are upon you. It is your first duty to repent 
of your sins, and to believe in that Saviour who died 
for you. If you grow up in sin, you are more wicked 
than those who have not enjoyed such blessings as yous 
and if you perish in your sins, your punishment will 
be much greater than that of the heathen, or of the 
children of wicked parents who live around you.' 

"The children were very thoughtful as they walked 
along, and the teacher added a few words as they part- 
ed, begging them to remember that, as members of the 
church, their account would be a dreadful one to give, 
if they refused to love the Saviour.'' 

The above instance is, perhaps, the best use which if 
ever made of the doctrine of infant church membei^ 
•hip. But apart from its utter want of Scriptural au- 
thority, see what a character it gives to Ohristiaii 
c^renes — a majority of their members excluded from 
communion as unregenerate or profane I 

J. V, B. 
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righteously were they baptized. The one ordi- 
nance belongs not more to Christ's disciples 
than the other. ThoBe who have no claim to 
the children's breads can have no claim to the 
children's baptism. 

Why was this sacrilege committed? Whj^ 
was Christ thus dishonored by his ministers? 
How can a believer dare to sanction such a 
prostitution of an ordinance which Christ in* 
tended only for that people whom he should 
save from their sins? We should grieve to see 
a young lady with a cross on her bosom, enter* 
ing the theatre or the ball-room, for we feel 
that such a token should not be carried into the 
haunts of worldly pleasure. But how much 
more may we mourn to know that thousands go 
down into hell who have been pronounced bap^ 
tized* 

How much better is the course of Baptist 
churches, who honestly aim ^Ho bring the visi- 
ble, as far as possible, to identity with the invi'* 
6ible,'' and therefore so observe baptism accord*^ 
ing to the Scriptures, that they can make com- 
munion in the Lord's Supper co-extensive with 
it ; except in those rare cases, in which, in accord- 
ance with apostolic precept, they ^^ withdraw 
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themselves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly." 2 These, iii. 6. 

6. The sineerity of tho9^ who hold errors 
though it may^ olaim tenderness j is no reason 
why any Christian should give it his felhwshipi. 
Bom. X. 2, 8. 

They do not forfeit our personal esteem, but 
l^eir error is non« the lesa to be deprecated. 
On the plea of sincerity the followers of Baal 
deserve regard. A Christian: martyr could 
scarcely shovr more willingness to suffer, than 
they did in their sel&inflicted tortures.. Before 
his conversion^ Paul waa sincere in opposing 
the gospel of Christ*. Who ace now more siui* 
eere thvn Romanists? 

If the lack of light or reflection is considered 
to dietraot from the farce of these parallels, we 
may ask where can men be found more sincere 
than literary Unitarians, or contemplative Swe- 
denborgians ? No Christian, no church has au^ 
thority to fellowship errors whether it be the 
errcHT of an individual or of thousands. How 
can baptized Christians exhibit a more glaring 
defection from New Testament principles thaa 
by sanctioning infiiint baptism ? But this they 
do when they unite with those who ground theic 
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iright to Cbrbtian privilegeBoii dbhe fact that 
Ihey were sprinkled in infiaiicj* 

Before showing a fellawBhip for this depart* 
xire from the Truth of 3od, the fsandidate should 
inquire how many .xUiYentianfi of <men may be 
adopted by a body of profeBBed Christians ^h* 
out losing their night to be called a Chureh of 
Christ I IS the bafiin .may be admitted, is there 
notroomfor the Confessional? It has the same 
parentage, and equal scriptural authority. A 
Bomishpriest, with ithe passage, ^^ Confess joxxt 
faults one to andther/' (James t. 16,) will>mak<» 
a far better oase Tor Audoular Confes^^on from 
the New Testament, Ihan a Protestant minister 
for Infant Baptism. 

The tendency of iihe 'principles here laid down 
we are neither desirous to disguise nor evade. 
Consistently followed out, ihey limit those who 
hold them, to comnmnion .at the Lord's table 
with none but immersed believers. To some 
this appears uncharitable. The often answered 
inquiry is reiterated, "It is the Lord'9 table ; 
why do you exclude any of his disciples?" 
The reply of a scriptural Christian is founded 
on the fact that it is the i^rsfJ's table. Christ 
19 the only Lawgiver jor his churches. It Ja 
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treason to the King of Zion to intrude upon his 
prerogative. The trust which he has commit- 
ted to his churches they are not at liberty to 
yiolate. It is to be their aim to keep his table 
as He left it , "till he come." If none but im- 
mersed believing guests found a place there 
when he was on earth, who shall annul his 
laws? When the hand of fellowship must be 
the "hand of the betrayer," who shall dare to 
extend it? We have no record of any persons 
"breaking bread" in the Pentecostal church, 
who had not "gladly received the word" and 
been "baptized." And this is all that Baptist 
churches require now. They have raised no 
bar to communion. They can throw none dowli. 
They do not refuse to receive any disciple who 
IB willing to enter on the same footing as those 
already incorporated in the body of Christ. Of 
the Supper of the Lord, like the gospel feast, 
they can say, 

"None ftre excluded thence, but those 
Who do themselves exclude ; 
Welcome the learned and polite. 
The ignorant and rude.'' 

Let our brethren be just. Baptists are not 
alone in restricting communion at the Lord's 
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table to tlieir own membersliip. Large bodies 
of Pedobaptijsts do the same.* A single in* 
stance here may suffice. The Bev. Jolm N. 
M'Leod, D. D.^ thus explains the position of 
the "Covenanters." "On the subject of «flh 
cramentdl communion^ the principles of the 
church are, that such communion is the most 
solemn, intimate, and perfect fellowship that 
Christians can enjoy with Grod and one ano^ 
ther; that when Christians are associated to- 
gether in a church state, under a definite creed, 
communion iu the sacraments inyolres an ap- 
probation of the principles of that creed ; and 
that as the church is invested with authority 
which she is bound to exercise, to keep the 
trdinances pure and entke, sacramental com- 
munion is not to be extended to those who do 
not approve the principles of the particular 
church, or submit themselves to her authority* 
In maintaining, these principles, the Beformed 
Presbyterian Church does not design to un- 
ohiurch any other religious denomination, or 
deny the Christiaoilty of its members. She re* 



* Ample proof of this may be seen in the works of 
BDowell, Curtis, or JRemioffton on Oommuoion. 
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cognizes the validity of the ordinances of all 
Christian communities who hold the Divine 
Head, and the plenary inspiration of his word. 
She rejoices to know that these contain many 
of the saints of God, who have fellowship with 
him and with one another at the table of the 
Lord, and she is willing to co-operate with them 
to the extent of her ability, in promoting the 
common Christianity. But she does not feel 
at liberty to allow every man to be the judge 
of his own qualification for sealing ordinances^ 
to dispense these ordinances to such as do not 
assent to her religious principles, or whom she 
could not submit to her discipline wpre they 
found violating their Christian obligations." 

In most respects the ground here taken is 
that which the Baptist denomination occupies* 
If a Presbyterian can advance arguments which 
relieve him from odium, in declining church 
communion with those who have received the 
same baptism as himself, surely these arguments 
have accumulated force when applied by a 
Baptist to the case of those who, in his view, 
favor an entire subversion of Christian ordi- 
nances. 

The objections which are made against this 
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scriptural and consistent communion aro not 
always made in sincerity. Many persons who 
^^illiberally contend for liberality/' and indulge 
in multiplied censures w;itli respect to Baptist 
exclusiveness, will pass an edifice in which a 
church assembles with whom they might com- 
mune, without manifesting the least desire to 
show their fellowship with them at the Lord's 
table. Such inconsistency can only be account- 
ed for t)y the fact that, like our first parents 
under temptation, they desire what is forbid- 
den, and forbidden, too, by the same authority. 
That authority shields tts from the charge of 
sectarianism. 

' Yet, let no one imagine that there is any- 
thing in itself pleasant, in the stand which 
Baptists feel compelled to take. Only alle- 
giance to the King of Zion could keep them 
there. It would be far more pleasant, could 
they with a- clear conscience, cordially merge 
themselves with the rest of the Christian church. 
But thb torch of lovb cannot be applied to 
THE SACRIFICE OF DUTY. That is a false libe- 
rality which, for the sake of union, would resign 
the positive commands of Truth. The desire 
for association is not less powerful in our hearts 
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than in the hearts of otherS) but it cannot anni- 
hilate our obligations. The principles which 
guided the Apostles, we may safely follow whi* 
thersoever they lead. ** Once right, they are 
for ever right. Anywhere right, they are 
everywhere right. They keep a coarse like 
the lummaries of heaven. They witness against 
the wrong-doer. Their straight line exposes 
the contrast of the crooked generation. They 
constitute a standard of appeal, amids^t the ca- 
prices of fashion and the meanikesses of com- 
promise. They stand a^ a sea-mark, against 
which the waves only dash themselves to foam." 
Instead of formmg church relationships, 
where Christ's authority must be trifled with, 
far preferable is the conduct of the disciple 
who, not fearing the misconception of his mo- 
tives, is able to say, ^^I dwell among mine own 
people.'' A few years since a Christian man, 
whose early training and predilections were all 
in favor of infant sprinkling, was encouraged to 
make a thorough examination of the Scriptures 
on baptism, by hearing a minister remark that 
'^ immersion was not so much as named in the 
New Testament.'* Pi:«yerful study made it 
evident to his mind that infant sprinkling was 
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the invention of man, and the immersion of be- 
lievers the only Christian baptism. On his re- 
turn from being baptized by a Saptist minister, 
the Pedobaptist minister, whose labors he had 
previously greatly valued, waited upon him, and 
in the course of conversation remarked, " Well, 
now I hope you are satisfied, and will sit down 
with us and make yourself happy." His reply 
was, "No, I am now more unhappy in your 
connexion than before, and cannot continue 
with a church which I conscientiously believe 
to be in error ; for I am now a Baptist in prin- 
ciple and practice, and intend to carry out my 
belief. '' Christians of any denomination would 
honor a man who thus preserves his fidelity to 
his convictions, and lifts up his testimony for 
Truth. 

The bitter consequences of the opposite 
course will more clearly appear in the ensuing 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER IL 

IMMERSED BELIEVERS IN UNITING WITH PEDO- 
BAPTIST CHURCHES DISHONOR THEIR OWN 
PRINCIPLES, AND TAKE PART IN THEIR OWN 
DEGRADATION. 

Truth is a costlj artiole, and when a Chris- 
tian has bought it, he is not at liberty to hide 
or sell it. Prov. xxiii. 23. He is but a trus- 
tee. It is his duty to pass it on, as he received 
it, to bless the world. An immersed Christian^ 
in forming church relations with PedobaptistS) 
sacrifices a portion of the Truth. He dishonors 
the principles he professes, and after all his 
steadfastness, in adhering to immersion as the 
law of Christ, shows a yer j poor estimate of it 
indeed. 

1. One condition of his membership in a 
Pedobaptist church, sometimes expressed but 
always implied, is ailenee on the stibject of 
baptism. 

Such persons are not at liberty to impair the 
comfort of their fellow-members by awakening 
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in thoir minds any doubt as to whether they 
hare been baptized. The Apostle enforced the 
obligations to holiness from the fact of baptism, 
but they must not yentnre on a similar course* 
Conquerors always regard the patriotic songs 
of a vanquished people as mischievous and revo* 
lutionary, and forbid their use* An immersed 
member of a Pedobaptist church must submit to 
similar discipline. He will soon repent his te- 
merity if he uses any "plainness of speech'* 
about baptism. His Hps are forbidden to speak 
a word which conjures up what so much tends 
to disconcert his fellow-members, l^ough the 
church may not seem very inflammable, there 
are "words that bum" when uttered by some 
tongues. Baptism is one of these, and it is vir« 
tually proscribed. If any one's affections are 
so interested in the subject that he cannot hold 
his peace, nor refrain from advocating immer- 
sion in the case of others, he will soon find him* 
self in a very unenviable position. He must 
show his penitence by observing 

" silence^-— deep, — unnatnrali — like 
The quiet of the grave/' 

or his intractable course will alienate his breth* 
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ren from him; and, if not excommumoated, 
he will know little of the joys of a spiritual 
home. 

2. As far as an immersed member of a Pedo- 
baptist church has the means and the disposi* 
tion to give, he contributes to the support and 
extension of Fedobaptist institutions and senti- 
ments. 

It may be that the Gospel is about to be sent 
to a heathen nation, who have never been bless^ 
ed by the beams of truth. A baptized belie* 
ver, we naturally conclude, desires they should 
hare the ordinances among them agreeably to 
the mind of Christ. But will it be so? Is ?ie 
not contributing to a different result? He 
knows that so far as Pedobaptist missionaries 
go, so far they carry sprinkling instead of im- 
mersion; and that, as soon as possible, infants 
will receive the rite. 

Who that is at all acquainted with the mis- 
chiefs which the controvesy has produced in 
our own land, and the fearful extent to which 
it has diverted the energies of Christians, de* 
sires to plant the same controversy on what is 
now heathen ground? Yet the Baptist mem- 
ber of a Pedobaptist church will help to forward 
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this result. In Ms own case he receired Jm 
i^onvictions of the propriety of believers' immer- 
sion from the Bible. When the Scriptures 
shall be given to the heathen, although the or- 
dinance may be veiled in an ^^ unknown tongue/' 
yet stilly without greatly mutilating the truth, 
believers' immersion will shine forth. The 
same S^mt of Truth who enlightened Boger 
Williams, Adoniram Jui>son, and many 
others, in the midst of Pedobaptists, may lead 
some convert to see the importance of observing 
the ordinances as they were first delivered to 
the churches by Divine authority. Then will 
the fierce sirocco of controversy sweep over the 
fruitful fields reclaimed from heathenism. It 
may be but a small amount which an immersed 
believer has contributed to this result, but he is 
not blameless. He cannot escape on the plea 
that it is better to give the heathen the Gospel 
with a few errors, rather than not at all, be- 
cause he well knows he might have contributed 
through institutions in which Divine- ordinances 
would not be made void by human tradition. 
In that case he would not have given his aid to 
nourish a plant which our Heavenly Father hath 
not planted, and thus he would not have to la 
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ment that he was helping to implant errors 
which so much time^ talent, and energy are re- 
quired to uproot. 

Nor would he have the sin of helping to give 
God's word, with baptism, hidden, marred, or 
mis-translated. In nearly every Pedobaptist 
church, contributions are made to a Bible So- 
ciety, whose translations, in many instances, 
leave the heathen with as little clue to the 
meaning of baptism as possible. If an error is 
even uttered from the pulpit, its influence is 
comparatively limited; but where, as the result 
of deliberate action, it is propagated from the 
press, it may deceive the nations for ever. Those 
vrho thus mystify baptism may sincerely dis- 
claim all intention to teach error ; but the course 
they pursue shows their unwilUngness candidly 
to study the meaning of the term, and then give 
to the world — ^whatever conclusion they reach — 
that definition which they honestly believe is 
Truth. Now, there is no investigation of the 
subject. It is purposely involved in mystery. 
How can an immersed disciple inflict greater 
dishonor on his own principles, than by forming a 
fellowship where he will aid such a system of 
concealment, or perversion ? 
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3. The practice of a Baptist member of a 
Pedobaptist church, provided he has a house- 
hold, does not agree with that of other members. 
His children will not be sprinkled. They will 
only have, like the children of other Baptists^ 
a prayerful dedication to God daily. 

If a minister believes the principles generally 
maintained by Pedobaptists— «o well expressed 
by Dr. Clark — ^that infants ^'are sanctified by 
being bom of believing parents/' and are ^^ al- 
ready, in some sense, within the limits of the 
church and of the covenant of promise," can he 
think it a trifling omission 7 How can any 
man, who believes infant baptism a divine in- 
stitution, be a party to the admission of any 
persons into church fellowship whom he has rea- 
son to believe will neglect the observance by 
which the " seed" of believers, in his views, are 
made ^'partakers of the benefits of the cove- 
nant of grace ?" Are not such parents, to his 
view, guilty of sin in depriving their children 
of so distinguished a privilege ? Ecclesiastical 
[Standards are not set up, to be taken down just 
when it suits convenience. When principles 
are so little valued that men are not prepared to 
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libiile by ikem in ai\j event, tbe sooner a di- 
vorce is made the better. 

4. Immersed parents who unite with tmbap- 
tized churches expose their children to infiu- 
enoes prejudicial to their spiritual welfare. 

Those who desire to foster right religious in- 
ttaences in the yonng, find that the impres- 
fidons they receive of ministeiial character have 
a very powerfid bearing for evil or for good. 
Everything which depreciates a minister in their 
esteem, will detract from the power of the truths 
he presses on theur regard. When infEuits are 
sprinkled, the children of immersed parents 
hear the minister they have been taught to love 
and revere, enforce a tradition of men, virtually 
nulUfying their own parents' baptism. Parents, 
if they have any proper sense of responsibility 
to Christ, must vindicate his institutions. It 
will become their duty to show thdr chil- 
dren not only the mode of baptism, but to teach 
them that, like every other religious act, it re- 
qtiires that we " obey from the heart the form 
of doctrine delivered to us." When, howe- 
ver, an attempt is made to correct the erro- 
neous impressions which the minister would 
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leare, a sceptical and captions disposition may 
be encouraged. Will not the opinion be form- 
ed, that a minister ifho is mistaken in one mat- 
ter, maybe wrong in another? Saving veri- 
fies, when proclaimed by him, may be discred- 
ited, and, instead of receiving with meekness 
the engrafted word of God, children may try 
erery disconrse by their own limited knowledge. 
Here is one evil effect of injudicious church re- 
lationships, and who can tell how far this evil 
may e:rtend? 

Parents who act thus inconsistently, may ex* 
erdse an injurious influence in another respect. 
They will partake of the Lord's Supper in 
the company of those who are unbaptized, 
and their children will be taught, by this act, 
that, though immersion is a c<mimand of Christ, 
yet when neglected, the omission is of very tri- 
Tial importance. However active the con- 
Boiences of the parents may have been on the 
Bubject of baptism, the consciences of their 
children will be blunted. Whereas, had they 
been accustomed to mingle in the worship of 
those who insist that baptism is for him ^^ that 
believeth," they could not escape the conviction 

that their remaining unbaptized indicates the 

4 
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absence of saving faith, and a constant expo- 
sure to perish in their sins. Mark xvi. 16. 

5. It is remarkable that those Pedobaptist 
churches whose pliability is so extreme, that 
they adopt all modes according to request, 
should generally refuse immersion to those who 
were sprinkled in infancy. 

The man who received sprinkling in infancy, 
must keep it, however unwillingly, after he be- 
comes a believer ; while he who was bom of un- 
godly parents has his own choice — sprinkling, 
pouring, or immersion ! The child of the re- 
probate has privileges superior to the child of 
the godly! He who has parental negligence 
on his side, may well congratulate himself, if 
he desires, without repudiating the act of an 
honored parent who had them sprinkled in in- 
fancy, to " put on Christ" scripturally. The ef- 
fect of this system will be, that many who have 
been made to dispense with baptism, will feel 
unwilling to thrust their children into like per- 
plexity, and, therefore, will leave them un- 
sprinkled. Pedobaptists thus give a premium 
to those who despise their own customs, and 
make a breach in their own walls* 

6. It is expected that members of any church 
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^ill he able to defend the fundamental princi* 
plea hy which their fellowship is regulated. 

Membersliip in a Pedobaptist church, of 
course, as far as a ceremonial prerequisite is 
concerned, is based on infant baptism. Here, 
then, the Baptist believer of such a church is 
involved in a serious dilemma. He may be 
called upon to defend the practice of his church, 
not only by Baptists, but by parties from whom 
they are wide as the poles asunder; Let a Ro- 
manist ask him to show scriptural authority for 
this observance. As a member of a Baptist 
church he could show he was in no way identi- 
fied with it; but as a member of a Pedobaptist 
church, he is shorn of his strength. He must 
defend a custom in which he does not believe, 
or let it appear that he clings to a church 
whose principles will not bear inquiry. It is 
useless for him to plead his own immersion as a 
believer, when his antagonist can reply, ''But 
your church baptizes infants — does it not ?" 

We are not drawing upon fancy for argu- 
ments. Romanists know the weak point of 
their opponents. They delight to torture a 
Protestant Pedobaptist by pinioning him to the 
Bible with respect to infant baptism. In a 
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public discnssion, wliicb from tlie learning and 
ability of the parties engaged, excited great at* 
tention, the Boman Catholic inquired of the 
Protestant champion, who vauntingly held forth 
the Bible as his only rule of faith, " Where, in 
that book, is to be found one word relative to 
the baptism of infants? I ask, unless Tradi- 
tion comes to the rescue of my learned friend^ 
by what refining ingenuity will he call upon the 
Bible to protect him in baptizing infants that 
cannot giye the answer, — that cannot exclaim^ 
*I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
Gx)d V " The discomfiture of his opponent was 
complete. The Bomanist turned to the Bap* 
tists then present, and remarked, in reference 
to Pedobaptist inconsistency, ^ These men, in 
order to confute us Catholics, take up the Bl- 
ble and proscribe Tradition; but in order to 
confute you, they throw away the Bible, and 
take up Tradition as the standard of their faith, 
the confounder of their enemies.'' 

Is there a Baptist who would expose himself 
to such rebuke ? If he cannot defend infant 
baptism, why should he join with Pedobaptists ? 
His fellow-members may defend themselves 
honestly with respect to the observance, but he 
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cannot. He must degrade himself in his own 
estimation, or in the estimation of others. He 
must be unfaithful to his conscience, or unfaith* 
ful to his church. 

7. A Baptist cannot develope Ms gifts in a 
Pedobaptist ehurch. 

The peculiarity of his views will in general 
prevent his sustaining any office. As well might 
a Jew aspire to a distinguished station in Rus- 
sia, as for an individual holding to immersion 
to think of being a minister among Pedobap* 
tists. Any young man, whatever his piety, 
talents and acquirements, whose belief extends 
no farther than that immersion is the prefera" 
hie mode of baptism, will find this single opi- 
nion entirely debar him from the ministry. Pe* 
dobaptist ministers instinctively feel, " It is not 
safe to let him in." 

Not only ought there to be deep reflection on 
the part of any person who believes in immer- 
sion, whether it is right for him to unite with a 
denomination in which his sentiments would 
prove a hindrance to any individual attaining 
to the ministry; but it also deserves serious 
consideration from the men of piety in those 

churches, whether, whatever the prospect of pre- 

4* 
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sent iidefulii6ss, they ought to eneourftge young 
men who, there is reason to believe, may after- 
wards prove suitable for the Gospel ministry, to 
place themselves in a position Vrhich must oo^ 
easion such serious perplexity* 

8. Pedobaptist ministers, as far as possible, 
disBtmde candidates for church fellowship from 
immersion. 

Although they admit that it is not unscrip- 
tural, they will use every plea which their in- 
genuity can invent, so that the converts may 
recede from primitive ground. They will lead 
people many miles from Jerusalem to water 
their cattle, and assuage their own thirst, ra- 
ther than admit that '^much water*' was re- 
quired for baptism. In the face of demon- 
strated facts, they will assert the impossibility 
of immersing three thousand converts at Jeru- 
salem on the 4^7 of Pentecost. They can in- 
vent an ingenious hypothesis, by which they 
will prove a person can be "buried'* without 
being covered over. 

Nor is this the worst. We blush to tell truth 
so humbling to our brethren, as we must tell 
of some at least* If they have a young lady 
to deal with, they will strive to influence her 
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womanly nature by considerations of the ^^in<* 
decency" of being baptized ad Jesus Christ 
was.* When they have thus reasoned, ridi- 



* That such argmnents are not confined to private 
conversation, but are actually deemed legitimate for 
public discourse, and for the widest diffusion from the 
press, is proved, we regret to say, by the following ex- 
tract from a sermon, delivered by a distinguished miu" 
ister of the Presbyterian Church, whom we personally 
know and love. The sermon was published, hy request 
of his church, at Petersburg, Ya., in 1847. The lan^ 
guage is exquisitely guarded. 

''Would it be venturing too far, also to suggest, that 
this mode of baptism onen requires an exposure ex- 
eeedingly trying to a modest and sensitive female, and 
such as, in other circumstances, would be esteemed in- 
delicate. I know that where Scripture is explicit, all 
must bear the cross, if they would be followers of the 
Lamb ; but where the Divine authority contended for, 
Can, to say the least, admit of reasonable doubt, does 
not the fact, that the mode of administering an ordi- 
nance, which almost of necessity requires a painful 
trial to the highest and finest feelings of a woman's na- 
ture, afford strong presuniptive evidence such is not the 
mode which came from God." See " Scriptural Bap- 
fism explained and defended" By Rev. John Leybum, 
D. D. 

In connection with the above, we think it proper to 
present an extract from the Memoir of Mrs. Lydia M. 
Malcom, for the express purpose of showing the feel- 
ings of a lady of the most refined delicacy, on the occa 
sion of her baptism, by the Rev. Dr. Staugfaton, it 
1818. After stating in a letter to a friend her previous 
fears of being intimidated, she proceeds: "When the 
hour arrived^ I experienced no such emotions. My 
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enled and distorted the ordinance, then, per- 
haps, rather than lose the convert, they will 



Boul was devoid of rapturous feeling, but serene joy 
pervaded every faculty, and every feeling vibrated with ce- 
lestial love. I exulted when I stood up with the Dr. dur- 
ing a portion of his address, in thus publicly professing 
myself a candidate for an eternal world, a child of God, 
a follower .of the blessed Jesus. My happiness was 
consummate, and I panted to tell those who were pre- 
sent what a precious Saviour I have found, and most ar- 
dently I desired again to relate to them what Jesus had 
done for my soul, and to persuade precious immortal 
souls, who do not love God, no longer to pursue the 
fleeting, shadowy pleasures of time, while immortal sub- 
stance awaits them. I regretted that it was not custom- 
ary for candidates on baptismal occasions to speak to the 
audience. I would have told them that I was once the 
infatuated votary of pleasure, and immersed in amuse- 
ments that abstract the affections from God ; that it 
was his power alone that defended me from the shaft 
of death which they conceal, and rescued me from the 
gulf of destruction to which they allure ; and that I 
would not exchange the happiness I derive from the 
promises of the sacred oracles, for all that human pow- 
er can afford me without Christ. Truly the ways of 
religion are pleasantness and her paths peace. The 
soul that has once enjoved them, acknowledges that 
they present the highest happiness that a rational crea- 
ture can desire. My dear friend, why do you delay 
to come before the world, and profess the name or 
the holy Jesus ?" — Memoir of Mrs, Lydia M. Maicom, 
page 14. 

Could an honorable, high-minded man, and sincere 
Christian, like Dr. Levburn, have drawn his represent- 
ation from facts like this, and not from the preconcep- 
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saj, as did one who occupies a higUy re* 
Bpectablo position, '^Well, if nothing else will 
satisfy you, I'll dome you." Now, whil0 
the. person is to be pitied, who would submit to 
be baptized by persons who thus scoff at and 
caricature the Divine ordinance, what measure 
is there diminutive enough to show the dwarf- 
ishness of attainment — literary and spiritual — 
of the men who adopt such arguments ? 

Ministers who thus undertake to immerse, 
certainly compromise their own character for 
purity of heart. A recent circumstance affordar 
an illustration. A young lady, belonging to a 
highly respectable family, having been, as she 
trusted, brought to the knowledge of the truth. 
Was impressed with the Divine authority of im- 
mersion, and, therefore, desired it in her own 
case. She conversed with a Pedobaptist min^ 
ister on the subject. He used the common ar- 
gument for the propriety of sprinkling, and en- 



iions of a startiied imagination, we cannot but believe 
he would have spared such indelicate insinuations as 
those in which he has indulged in his published dis* 
course. As it is, we judge nim not. '* To his own 
Master he standeth or falleth.^' 

f. K. B. 
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deavored to show that immersion was nnnecea* 
gary. He had directed every arrow in his qui- 
ver against the ordinance but one. His visitor 
was a young lady. She was modest. .He 
thought he could not fail to hit his mark. "It 
is not decent for a young lady to go into the 
water with a man." This did not move her. 
" To the pure all things are pure." Unwilling 
to lose her from his church, the minister deter- 
mined to make a last effort to retain her. "If 
you still insist upon being immersed, allow me 
to offer my services.*' Patiently had his visi- 
tor endured his behaviour hitherto, but now he 
appeared so degraded that this was no longer 
possible. Rising in all the majesty of woman- 
hooid, she addressed him as follows : " And would 
you ^ offer' to do an indecent thing to me, Sir? 
I have discovered a new feature in your charac- 
ter. I did not think you would do an indecent 
thing, sir." Let those who can, form an opi- 
nion of the feelings of the man whose inso- 
lent modesty was thus rebuked. And let them 
not fail to appreciate the moral deducible from 
such a circumstance. A minister who assails 
immersion on the score of indecency, lays him- 
self open to imputations of immodesty. A 



NO HOME FOB A BAPTIST. ^ 

spectator of a baptismal scene in which such a 
clergyman officiates, might well feel justified in 
using the tone of indignant remonstrance, and 
exclaiming, 

"I blush for you I 
Men of your quality, expose your fame 
To every vulgar censure." 

Other considerations might be adduced to 
sustain the ground we have taken, but the mor- 
tifying facts already presented — ^that immersed 
members of Pedobaptist churches are expected 
to sustain sentiments they reject, and observe 
a servile silence as to those they do hold; that 
their children are exposed to influences prejudi- 
cial to their spiritual welfare ; that their practice 
doea not agree with that of other members, and 
must lead to disorder and rebuke; that their 
principles are a disability to holding office, and 
are even subjected to the imputation of inde- 
cency by Pedobaptist ministers — are sufficient 
to prove the dishonor they put on their own 
views of truth, and the degradation they incur 
by such a union. 
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CONCLUSION'. 



From the inquiry we have now prosecuted, 
we believe it is evident, that while the adminis- 
tration of immersion bj those who have not 
themselves received the rite, is inconsistent and 
indefensible, still more so is the course of the 
person thus baptized. Though manifesting, by 
observing the ordinance, an attachment to the 
primitive institution, yet by receiving the ordi- 
nance at the hands of an unimmersed minister 
(who has never been baptized as a believer,) and 
with a view to union with a church, the majori- 
ty of whose membership have never been bap- 
tized as believers, he by the same act professes 
Truth and sanctions Error. He clasps the Bible 
to his heart, and salutes Tradition. Into the 
very Jordan he seems to carry a basin; for 
while rejecting sprinkling, a sprinkled minister 
officiates. Though baptized on his own personal 



NO HOME J'OB A BAPTIST, 49 

profession he coantenances a proxy faith. He 
cannot believe that such a baptism occurred 
in apostolic times. 

That there should be strong affections exist- 
ing in the mind, towards a minister, bj whom 
spiritual blessings have, under God, been com- 
municated, does not excite surprise. There is 
however reason for gratulation, that notwith- 
standing this, many clearly perceive their duty. 
The number of persons who yearly leave the 
churches in which they have been irregularly 
immersed, and seek union with Baptist churches, 
affords ample proof that a Fedobaptist church 
can be no home for those who adopt believers' 
baptism. The "sophist's rope of cobweb" may 
be twined with great ingenuity, but the Chris^ 
tian who has been led to see the true mode of 
observing Christ's ordinance, will soon perceive 
how rotten is any Une of argument which tends 
to place him in church fellowship mth those, 
who, as far as their influence extends, endeavor 
to bring into contempt the baptism of Jesus, to 
which he has delighted to submit. 

As to the validity of the baptisms which such 
persons have received, it is not our desire to in- 
termeddle. Many believe that Paul re-baptized 

5 
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the twelve at Ephesoa, (Acts 2dx. 1-7), le» 
jeause their gross misconceptions vitiated th^ 
ordinance. Those skilled in casuistry must dcr 
<nie what extent of ignorance renders a re-bap- 
tism expedient. But it is evident that whe^ 
persons have views materially defective, their 
baptism, however sincere, loses all claim to re* 
f ard as a Divine service. On this ground, pro- 
bably, there is frequently more reason for re^ 
baptism than the disability which applies to the 
udministrator. 

That it is the daty of those who prize primi- 
tive institutions, in every consistent manner to 
discountenance these irregular immersions is 
*<$vident, if for no other reason, because they are 
•administered upon principles which have an in- 
timate affinity to Popery. There is the very 
spirit of Popery in the administration of the 
ordinance, without any necessity, by an unis^- 
mersed minister. Whence did the idea arise 
that it is fitting for men to administer to otherv, 
rites and ceremonies which they do not observe 
themselves ? It can be attributed to none but 
*Uhe Man of Sin." When Protestants thus 
act, they infringe the patents of the Papacy. 
This doctrine may suit the slaves of the Yati- 
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ean, but will it be endured by Christ's freemen f 
We trust not- Such priestly assumption must 
receive the severest reprobation of intelligent 
Christians. 

In closing, we cong-atulate the friends of 
Truth upon the "signs of the times." In the 
period in which our lot it cast, it is evident that 
it is high time for every spiritual house to b^ 
set in order. A reason must be given for every 
practice and observance. The hope may b« 
Entertained that infant baptism will not long 
exert its blighting influence. The mere fact 
tiiat so many of its advocates are willing to im- 
merse believers, shows the slightness of its hold 
upon public esteem.* 

Nothing will gain Currency now which has 
not the superscription of Truth. " Every thing 
id in the crucible, in this age." The issue is not 



* Pedobaptists advocate sprinklini^ as sufficient for all 
the purposes of the ordinance. If sprinkling is suffi- 
cient, and of equal authority, why should they sanctioa 
a departure from its observance? The Pedobaptist ad- 
ministrator throws contempt upon his own baptism. 
A spectator of his proceedings is justified, in bclievins 
that so unusual a covrse would not be adopted if it had 
not the best of arguments in its support. He is not 
unlikely to inquire, **has sprinkling like evidence ia 
its favor?" 
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donbtful* ^^ Eternal Trath will gain the supre*" 
xnacy — ^all temporal plausibilities will perish.'* 

The baptismal controv^sy is not ended. It 
has to, do with all that is spiritual and volun- 
tary in religion. For the sake of Christian 
union an attempt may be made to coffin and 
bnry it, and "Non-essential" may be inscribed 
upon its tomb. But it will rise again. As God 
has made this ordinance so prominent in his 
Word, he will not allow it to be so lightly re-> 
garded among his people* There can be no 
real alliance among Christians, if any portion 
of His will must be put out of sight in order to 
fbrm it. 

There will yet be union among the peo- 
ple of Gk>d, but it will be union in the Truth. 
It is only as Christ dwells in his people that 
the breaches of Zion will be healed, and that 
they will become "perfect in one." The more 
His presence is individually realized, the nearer 
shall we be to the settlement of this vexed ques- 
tion* 

One great end of those who desire the return 
of a spirit of union and love among the disci- 
ples of our Lord is, to cherish a spirit of free 
inquiry. "If any man will do EEis will, he 
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shall know of the doctrine whether it be of 
God." Conviction depends not alone upon the 
nature and amount of evidence, but upon the 
disposition of mind with which a subject is ex-* 
amined. When a man, with his own predilec- 
tions and prejudices, gives himself to the study 
of baptism, or any other controverted subject in 
which he may be in error, it is no wonder if he 
rises up with only increased bitterness against 
the arguments which conflict with his own che^ 
rished views. 

Many satisfy themselved with the idea that 
Baptists are unlovely in practice, without m* 
quiring what makes their practice appear un^ 
lovely* If they would do this, they might learn 
that what is deemed exclusiveness, would have 
been unnecessary had all Christians ^^ kept the 
ordinances as they were delivered." It is mat- 
ter of little surprise that those whose minds are 
thus prejudiced should fail to be convinced. 
^' Honest impartiality and earnest desire to know 
the truth for its own worth, are no less rational 
and necessary, as instruments for its acquisi- 
tion, than excursive investigation and decisive 
argument. Without them, in vain are men 
dazzled by the concentrated blaze of evidence* 
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Endence can influence only as a moral means \ 
but what are moral means, without a disposi- 
tion to use and improve them? The Jews and 
Gentiles of Apostolic times wanted neither evi* 
dence of the truth of Christianity, nor diligent 
research, yet they remained unconvinced, be- 
cause morally unfitted for being convinced." 
"They loved darkness rather than light.*' They 
failed t.o comply with the exhortation, ** Cleanse 
your hands, ye sinners, and purify your hearts, 
ye double minded." 

Prejudice and pride often dwell unconscious- 
ly in the bosoms of sincere Christians- Like 
heavy vapors in the air, they darken the keen- 
est eye, and chill the warmest heart. We see 
this in such a man as Nathaniel, ''an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there was no guile." But a 
day of purer light is promised. It already be- 
gins to dawn. 

As a humble and teachable spirit shall be 
more generally diffused in the Christian world, 
the ecclesiastical atmosphere will become clear, 
and no longer sustain those clouds which now 
so often obscure the vision of our holiest men. 
Then, true to their great Commission, the dis- 
ciples of Christ will perceive, that, like the glo- 
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rious Gospel, whose leading facts it is designed 
visibly to embody, Immersion is adapted to men 
of every nation, kindred and tongue, inhabiting 
every zone of the earth— even though they find 
a home beneath the burning fires of a tropical 
sun, or amid the perpetual snows of an arctic 
winter.* 



*-*. 



* Let it not be thought that the above statement is 
exaggerated. It is well known that all the ^eat Re* 
formers of the Sixteenth Century, freely admitted that 
Immersion was the meaning of the original word, and 
also the primitive practioe. Bat they pleaded for a 
liberty of change to suit the climate, Tnis plea is nn» 
0ound. 1. It rests on a false assumption oi power in 
the Church. 2. It opens the door for other innovations. 

3. It is without support from any real necessity : as the 
uniform practice of the Greek Church demonstrates. 

4. It is acquiesced in, mainly from custom, convenience, 
or taste, and therefore in all such cases, is not ** the 
answer of a good conscience towards God.'' 

Even were it true, that Immersion is impracticable 
in a few places on the habitable globe, how could this 
excuse Sprinkling in mild and temperate climates like 
ours ? Every year, in the United States, more than fifty 
thousand persons professing faith in the Redeemer, are 
immersed, without the sligfaosfc injury — often to the 
awakening of the unconverted. What fact in Science 
is better proved than the perfect safety of Immersion ? 
Immersion is acttudly practised now, by the Baptist 
Missions of the Indian Archipelago, directly under the 
heat of the Equator; and by the Russian Greek Church 
amid the inhospitable wastes of Siberia — the coldest 
regions inhabitea by Man, j. N. B. 
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Human tradition shall then no longer mar 
the significant symbols of the Christian's 
faith. — '^ Then shall the offering of his people 
be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of 
old and as in former years." Intelligent Man- 
hood shall then, in the waters of baptism, pre- 
sent its voluntary and reasonable service of a 
" living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.''^ 
Childhood too shall be there, but it shall be 
Childhood "taught of the Lord," and bright 
with the unfading " beauty of holiness." Then 
shall "the churches have rest" from controver- 
sies more paralysing than persecution; "and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost, be multiplied." 
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